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ISSUE 3 June 2017 VOLUME 7 

Special Points of In-
terest 

To contact the office  

PH:: 786-364-4900 

FX: 786-364-4901 

Email Manager: 

swalshe@akam.com 

Email Assistant Manager: 

pgrinik@akam.com 

Website: 

www.laperlasunnyisles.com 

Rates in the NewsleƩer are : 

♦ $75 for 1/4 page 

♦ $125 for 1/2 page 

♦ $175 for 3/4 page 

♦ $200 for full page 

La Perla Ocean Residence 

Park issue. The Board just recently met 
with the City and will soon sit down to dis-

cuss the financial aspect of removing the 
parking from Pier Park. As menƟoned in 
the past, the AssociaƟon will be responsi-
ble for any changes on La Perla property. 
 
Also currently being discussed by the 
Board is to hire an architect to design a 
sauna room in the gym bathrooms. This 
does not mean we will build a sauna this 
year or next but we are researching it. 
When talking to members, it seems this is 
one improvement that is high up on the 
members wish list. 
 
The Board just recently agreed to install 
HD cameras around the property. The 
difference in the old system is incredible.  
We will soon add more to the system and 
also look to replace our access control se-
curity system in the near future. 
 
Pool resurfacing; we are planning on 
geƫng this done in 2017. October is one of 
our quietest Ɵmes. We know there is never 
a great Ɵme for doing this. The pool sur-
face is 10 years old and has several rust 
spots. Ignoring it will only make it worse! 
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Our Board ElecƟon was held on April 
28th. 6 members ran for 5 seats. The 
majority of the Board have been there 
since the beginning and its clear they 
have the support of the membership. 
There is no doubt the Members have 
seen a lot of improvements through-
out the years (financial and physical). 
  
At the meeƟng, the ballots were 
counted by 2 members Arlene Kliman 
and Cruz Rodriguez and monitored by 
employees Eliana Arita & Stephen 
Walshe.  
The results were the following: 
  
Samy Behman:          34 Votes 
Erica Focaro:              83 Votes   Elected 
Ron Isriel:                   80 Votes   Elected 
Richard Papazian:     82 Votes   Elected 
Roberto Rodriguez:   84 Votes   Elected 
Leonid Shafranov:     58 Votes   Elected  
 
CongratulaƟons to the Board and to 
Samy who obtained several votes. 
So what is the plan for 2017/2018. We 
are in the midst of resolving the Pier 

Board Election Results 
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Managers Column 
lowed back in the building. The list is maintained 
in the office. If the tenants cannot behave, treat 
everyone with respect, then why let them come 
back? 

Elevators: Since January/ February, we have 
had issues with our Elevators 3 & 4. It has 
caused a lot of downƟme and delays for our res-
idents. We apologize for this and obviously need 
to explain. We are not Elevator mechanics or 
engineers, but it was clear on both elevator 3 & 
4 that the issues were similar in nature , very 
expensive and not an easy repair. Elevator #4 
started having issues in December/January. It 
took one month to repair. Elevator #3 started 
having similar problems in February and they 
are sƟll working on resolving it. For each eleva-
tor, the tech would come daily, get the elevator 
running and leave only for the elevator to stop 
again on the same day. They eventually replaced 
the traveling cable (this cable provides the pow-
er transmission and communicaƟon between 
controller and elevator cab) on each elevator.              

We have been working hard to get TKE to up-
hold their side of our agreement.  We are cur-
rently negoƟaƟng  a substanƟal credit for the 
AssociaƟon and  we are seeking to add penalƟes 
for any more excessive downƟme. 

Dog Owners: Please pick up aŌer your pets. 
Our cameras will find you! 

Turtle Season:  Turtle 
season is in full flow unƟl 
October 31st. The turtle 
nests are protected by 
bollards and yellow tape. 
Please do not disturb the 
nests (it’s against the 
law!). You can also help 
by prevenƟng lights shin-
ing on the beach (do not bring flashlights at 
night). When you are packing up from the 
beach; fill in holes and knock down sand castles 
to make a safe passage for the turtles. Also re-
move all trash and beach chairs. Thank you! 

Insurance: Our new policy was just renewed 
on May 1st, 2017. Our Treasurer Erica Focaro 
negoƟated a $45,000 reducƟon on last years 
policy, the new policy also includes a lower 
deducƟble. Over the years the buildings policy 
has conƟnued to come down considerably year 
on year. We always think that’s it, it can’t come 
down anymore! And then we get another great 
deal! Great job Erica... 

Passover and Easter: Because it’s typically a 1-
2 week rental, these holidays are stressful for 
the staff and the residents. The building is 
overwhelmed with renters who are here for a 
few weeks. The majority of these 1-2 week 
rentals are contrasƟngly different than for ex-
ample the snowbirds who know and under-
stand  the rules. The snowbirds  return every 
year ,are on first name terms with the resi-
dents and staff and they respect the building. 
During the holiday, we have a 50-60% short 
term rental occupancy, it can be chaos inside 
the building. The 2 week rental does not know 
(m)any rules, they are here to have a great 
Ɵme! Most of them book through Airbnb (or 
something similar) and for that reason some 
think they are staying in a hotel.  

Over the period, we had over occupancy is-
sues, we had unregistered animals in the build-
ing. One dog escaped from the unit and when 
we tried to capture the dog, the tenant threat-
ened us with legal acƟon for animal cruelty! 
We had tenants insult the staff. The list goes on 
and I am sure you get the driŌ. We ask all own-
ers to please vet their short term tenants be-
fore they arrive here. Ask them about how 
many people are staying. Remind them this is a 
Condominium and to provide them a copy of 
the rules. 

In the end the Board and management office 
decided to create a no return list. The tenants 
who violate our rules and are rude to our staff 
are placed on this list.  CerƟfied, regular leƩers 
and emails  are distributed to owners inform-
ing them that certain tenants will not be al-
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It’s Hurricane season again. Hurricane 
season in the AtlanƟc begins June 1st. 
Even though hurricane season does 
tend to peak in  August through Sep-
tember, it is never too soon to get 
ready! 

For the past few years we have been 
really fortunate in South Florida. It’s 
been quiet but that’s even more reason 
to be on standby.  

Everybody should make the Ɵme to 
review (or create) their hurricane prep-
araƟon plan.  It’s not that difficult. Buy 
boƩled water, a baƩery powered lamp, 
canned food and do it now! 

Whether you leave La Perla for a week 
or 2 months, it is important that resi-
dents remove their furniture and other 
items from their balconies BEFORE 
leaving the building. Don’t expect the 

staff to do it for you! 

Furniture can be dangerous flying pro-
jecƟles and can cause serious damage. 
It is not uncommon to see furniture on 
Collins or on the beach aŌer a storm. 
We have seen disputes between own-
ers and renters for missing balcony 
furniture. The tenant claimed the furni-
ture blew away, the owner didn’t be-
lieve it and the tenant lost their depos-
it!  

Aside from removing your furniture 
from the balcony, everyone should se-
cure their own windows and doors. 
The AssociaƟon staff cannot take care 
of everyone's needs.  

When we receive many last minute 
requests to take in a residents furni-
ture because he/she forgot, it is usually 
too late and we are usually handling 
the last minute policies we have for the 

Hurricane Season; Getting Prepared! 
building and common areas. We can-
not keep the staff here when they 
have their own families and homes 
to worry about. 

If you are out of town, we recom-
mend designaƟng someone to be 
responsible for the care of your unit 
before and aŌer a hurricane. At this 
point, if you don’t foresee yourself 
coming back for a few more weeks 
and you have furniture there, then 
email me at swalshe@akam.com 
and request for your items to be 
taking inside. This will help every‐
one in the long run. 

Do not wait Ɵll the last minute and it 
would be beƩer to have balcony fur-
niture inside your unit than none at 
all upon your return!. 

Thank you! 

Terms You Need to Know during Hurricane Season: 

Tropical Storm Watch 

Tropical storm conditions (sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph) are possible 
within the specified coastal area within 48 hours. 

Tropical Storm Warning 

Tropical storm conditions (sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph) are expected 
within the specified coastal area within 36 hours. 

Hurricane Watch 

Hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 mph or higher) are possible within the specified coastal area. Because hurri-
cane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm force, the hurricane watch is issued 48 hours 
in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical-storm force winds. 

Hurricane Warning 

Hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 mph or higher) are expected somewhere within the specified coastal area. 
Since hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm force, the hurricane warning is 
issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical-storm-force winds.  

Hurricane Season begins June 1st and ends on November 30th, however tropical cyclones are possible any Ɵme of the 
year.  Be prepared! 
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La Perla Market update page: 
The purpose of this page is to share with you the most recent sales and rentals in the 
community to make sure all owners, residents are getting the market value for their 
units. In this section, we will publish  the most recent sales as well as the highest paid 
rentals (short term and long term) for the past 2 months for each line. We can only base 
the information below on what we receive from owners/tenants. Almost all of the short 
term rental units are furnished. Sometimes the fees appear higher for various reasons 
such as residents having pets or the unit having storage and self parking. 

Short Term Rentals:    
These are rentals LESS 
than 6 months.  

Long Term Rentals:   

These are 
rentals MORE  than 6 months  

Unit Type Bed Bath De
n 

SQFT Average Month-
ly Rate 

Highest Month-
ly Rate 

Line 01 Garage Floors 
(K) 2 2 ½ YES 1,707 $5525 $7400 
Line 01 (B) 2 2 ½ YES 1,623 $5266 $6400 
Line 02 Garage Level H) 2 2 ½ NO 1,698 $3000 $3000 

Line 03 Garage Level (J) 1 1 NO 906 $1200 $1200 
Lines 02 & 03 (A) 2 2 ½ NO 1,602 $5400 $7500 
Line 04 (G) 2 2 ½ YES 1,715 $6425 $8000 
Lines 05 &  10 (C) 1 1 ½ NO 1000 $4370 $5100 
Line 06 (F) 2 2 ½ YES 1,637 $4820 $6500 

Lines 07 & 08 (E) 2 2 NO 1,423 $5400 $8660 

Line 09 (D) 2 2 NO 1,266 $6350 $8480 
Lines 05 & 10 (C) 1 1 ½ NO 1000 $4370 $5100 
Pent House Floor 

(L,M & N) 3+ 3+ 1+ 
2625

+ N/A N/A 

Unit Type 
Be
d 

Bat
h 

De
n 

SQFT 
Average Month-

ly Rate 
Highest Monthly 

Rate 
Line 01 Garage Floors 
(K) 2 2 ½ YES 1,707 $6400 $7500 
Line 01 (B) 2 2 ½ YES 1,623 $3000 $3000 

Line 02 Garage Level (H) 2 2 ½ NO 1,698 N/A N/A 

Line 03 Garage Level (J) 1 1 NO 906 N/A N/A 

Lines 02 & 03 (A) 2 2 ½ NO 1,602 $3500 $3500 

Line 04 (G) 2 2 ½ YES 1,715 $3400 $3600 

Lines 05 &  10 (C) 1 1 ½ NO 1000 $3160 $4300 

Line 06 (F) 2 2 ½ YES 1,637 $3350 $3900 

Lines 07 & 08 (E) 2 2 NO 1,423 $3020 $3350 

Line 09 (D) 2 2 NO 1,266 $2800 $2800 

Lines 05 & 10 (C) 1 1 ½ NO 1000 $3160 $4300 
Pent House Floor 

(L,M & N) 3+ 3+ 1+ 
2625

+ N/A N/A 

Type Unit Date Sold Price 
Price Per 

SqFt. 
Unit  
SqFt 

F 3506 11/9/2015   $   900,000.00   $   549.79       1,637  
B 2701 7/21/2016  $  900,000.00   $   554.53  1,623  
C 1805 2/21/2017 $450,000.00 $ 450.00 1,000 
F 3306 3/28/2017 $835,116.00 $510.00 1,637 
E 1407 4/24/2017 $765,000.00 $538.00       1,423 
A 2902 4/26/2017 $975,000.00 $609.00       1,602 
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH:  

This photo was taken by David Gartner. David is the photographer for the City and has allowed us to post this photo. If you have any 
good photos, please share them with us by emailing me at swalshe@akam.com 
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Newsletter Date 

Thoughts to Ponder: 

 

 

 

Q: How can I insure my mainte-
nance payments will be received 
on time? 

 

R: As an Owner we strongly sug-
gest you set up automatic pay-
ments. Many owners have 
switched to auto to avoid issues 
with their payments. In some of 
those cases checks were not re-
ceived on time.  

 

   Ask Eliana: 

LIFE HACKS: 
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Q. What do you like to do in your 
spare Ɵme?   

A. I like to spend Ɵme with my wife, I 
play the guitar & Piano, I also like to  
stay acƟve and play football. 

Q. What is your favorite movie?  

A.  Mission Impossible 

Q. What is your favorite T.V. show? 
A.  I like to watch football 

Q. What is your favorite song of all 
Ɵme?  
A.  Bob Marley– Compas 

Q. What was the most interesƟng job 
you’ve ever had?  
A.  I did music engineering in HaiƟ for a 
copy named Caribbean Sound System  

Q. What is your favorite vacaƟon 
spot?  
A. Santo Domingo! I was there for va-
caƟon two weeks ago it was a great 
experience, I spent most of the Ɵme on 
the beach, played tennis & baseball 
and ate lots of Picadillo de Pollo. 
 
 

Q. You can invite three famous 
(dead/alive) people from history/or 
CelebriƟes to your dinner party.  Who 
would you pick?  
A.  Arnold Schwarzenegger, Tom Cruise 
and Jackie Chan 

Q. What do you like best about work‐
ing at La Perla?  
A. I like meeƟng the residents, most of 
the residents are respecƞul and are very 
nice to me. 
Q. What do you like least about work‐
ing at La Perla? 
  A.  I  don’t like to go home early! 

Q. Where do you see yourself in 5 
years ? 
A.  Purchasing a house for my family, 
having two children. I would like to 
speak and write English fluently  so I can 
enroll in College and pursue a degree in 
Sound Engineering. 
 Thanks Ernst! 

Meet the Staff: 

Jean Charles Ernst  was born in HaiƟ. 
Jean and his wife just had a beauƟful 
healthy baby boy on 5/27/17. Jean is 
always in a good mood, but we don’t 
think we’ve seen him happier lately! 
Congratulate him when you see him. 


